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POLITICAL MAXIMS.—No. II. 


“How can you venture to assert that Popery is 
deadly error, and that Protestantism’is truth? Is this 
liberality? Is it charity? May we not allow each 
to go to heaven his own way without these harsh dis- 
tinctions.” Such is the language that has been repeat- 
edly used in the course of recent discussions. 

Now we humbly submit that both Protestantism and 
Popery cannot be right, for the one unquestionably 
condemns the other. Protestants affirm that Romanism 
is apostasy, its mass ‘‘a blasphemous fable,” its worship 
of the consecrated host, idolatry. Romanists do not 
hesitate to pronounce anathema on every one that 
denies or doubts her dogmas, and to declare that out of 
her faith no one can be saved. 

It is also very plain, not only that they respectively 

_ think that they differ vitally, but that their systems ab- 

 solutelydoso. If Transubstantiation be true, our creeds 
and articles must be blasphemy; if the Pope be the 
head of the Church, all other denominations are not 
Churches at all ; if the Church of Rome be “‘ the mother 
and mistress of all Churches,” and if all that refuse 
her communion are schismatics—if the worship of the 
Virgin Mary be right, we are most guilty in denouncing | 
it as idolatry. In short, the one creed is at the antipodes 
of the other; the Protestant Church is all but infidel, if 
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Popery be right, and the Popish Church is alike apos- 
tate and blasphemous if Protestant Christianity be 
truth. It will not do to say both are right, though 
scepticism may denounce both as wrong; the matter 
then resolves itself into this, Which is right? and this 
last into the question, Who is judge? and this into the 
question, Has that judge spoken? and this last into 
the ulterior question, Has he spoken intelligibly ? 

God is judge, the Bible the only depository of his 
revealed will, and on all the points at issue, because 
forestalled and decided, its judgment is so plain that a 
wayfaring man may not err therein. 

The real source of the charity and liberality which 
refuses to echo what truth has enunciated, is Infidelity. 
It is at present catering for Romanism in virtue of that 
congeniality which it feels with every thing corrupt and 
hostile to the truth of God. Confidence in the Word 
of God as alone true amid falsehoods, alone right amid 
errors, alone expedient, alone final, is the want, the 
growing want of the age. Till men learn this—or 
rather, till the Spirit of God teach them this—they 
will oscillate where they ought to stand fast, hesitate 
where decision is the highest duty, and, as is always 
true in such circumstances, lean in favour of that 
system which chimes in with their inherent corruptions, 
and is most successful in keeping the idea of a present 
God and the prospect of a coming judgment most suc- 
cessfully out of their minds, 
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THE 
APOSTOLIC CHRISTIANS OF GERMANY. 


A most important religious movement has lately 
taken place in Germany. In many parts congre- 
gations have been formed of converts from Romanism, 
who now constitute a church, which in its main features 
is essentially Protestant. This interesting secession 
from the Papacy originated, as did the Lutheran 
reformation, in the gross superstition and fraud of the 
Romanist Church. The profligate sale of indulgences 
set on foot to raise a fund for the building of St. 
Peter’s in the days of Leo. X., first awakened the 
conscientious indignation of the intrepid Luther. A 
pilgrimage to the Holy Coat!!! at Treves to raise 
money for the completion of the cathedral of Treves 
accompanied by an indulgence of Leo X., which he 
issued in 1514, gave rise to the determined protest of 
John Ronge, a Silesian priest of the Romish Church, 
in October Ist, 1844. A very instructive little book 
has just been published, price 3s. 6d, entitled “A 
Narrative of the present movement in the Roman 
Catholic Church, comprising authentic documents with 
reference to the coat of Treves, the confessions, 
protests, and organization of the first seceding con- 
gregations, &c. edited by H. Smith, Esq., with a 
recommendatory preface by the Rey. W. Goode.” It is 
important that the Operative Associations of the 
Reformation Society, and district visitors, should 
possess copies of this work, which they may lend to 
the Roman Catholics whom they visit.—Extracts from 
it, printed in a cheap form, might be circulated with 
profit, through the Divine blessing. At a time, when 
it is essential that all classes of British Christians 
should exert themselves with redoubled energy to 
convert Roman Catholics, this little book seems to be 
providentially presented to them as a most useful 
‘Instrument in their missionary work. We trust that 
before long Protestant missions will be sent to Ireland 
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by Episcopalians, Baptists, Methodists, Independents, 
&e, Every true Christian will wish them all God’s 
speed, without any sectarian prejudices, and 6,000,000 
of Irish Romanists are sufficient for the nets of all the 
Protestant fishermen. his great work which now is 
going on in Germany ought to animate British 
Protestants with tenfold zeal ; and each denomination 
of Christians should compete with their fellow 
Christians in the race, and strive to be first in the vast 
field which Ireland opens to them for Apostolic labour. 
The following extract will convey to our readers some 
idea of the contents of the book which we have so 
fervently recommended. 


BRESLAU —p. 116. 


‘* This city was among the first to take example from 
the movement, so auspiciously commenced at Schnei- 
demuhl. Ronge and Regenbrecht had not miscal- 
culated the extent to which a conviction of the 
corruptions of Rome, as well as a sense of her 
spiritual tyranny, had diffused itself among their 
fellow-countrymen. Successive meetings, for the pur- 
pose of establishing a Catholic Christian Church, were 
held, and numerously attended by the seceders in the 
months of January and February last; these meetings 
were characterized by an admirable spirit of concord, 
moderation, and unity of principle. They resulted in 
a Confession of Faith, and a declaration of their 
views as to matters of doctrine and rites, which 
partook naturally of a negative character, like those 
set forth in the articles and confessions, by which the 
great Protestant movement of the fifteenth century was 
distinguished. The following summary of the first 
Breslau articles will enable the reader, both to make 
the comparison, and to determine for himself, how far 
the reformers of the nineteeth century have imbibed 
the spirit of the truth as it is in Jesus. ; 

Art. 1. Holy Scripture is the sole and alone 
foundation and substance of Christian Faith, and of 
reason, enlightened and animated by the principles of 
the doctrine of Christ, 
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2. The church adopts as its own the Apostles’ Creed. 
It is the duty of the church, and of each individual 
member, to carry out its truths into living principles of 
duty, commensurate with the present state of the 
times. 

3. The Church sees no ground of difference or con- 
demnation in the diversity of meaning or exposition of 
the contents of the creed. 

4. With reference to articles of belief, they shall be 
no hindrance to free inquiry, and no person shall be 
condemned for exercising the right of private judg- 
ment; because it is impossible for man to lay down 
one fixed standard of faith for the human mind. 

5. The Church conceives it to be the main object of 
Christianity, not barely to bring it before the members 
of its congregation by public worship, preaching, and 
instruction, but also by an active spirit of christian 
love to promote to the utmost of its power, the 
spiritual, moral, and temporal advancement of man- 
kind, without any distinction. 

6. The Church recognises only two christian 
sacraments, viz., Baptism, and the Supper of the Lord 
—because upon the evidence of the Bible, these alone 
were undoubtedly instituted by Christ himself. 

7. Baptism is a sign of adoption into Christian 
communion. It shall be administered to infants upon 
condition that the confession of faith is ratified by 
persons of mature judgment. 

8. The Lord’s Supper serves as a memorial of Christ, 
and as a sign of brotherhood among all men. 

9. The Lord’s Supper shall be received by the 
congregation in both kinds, according to Christ’s 
institution. 

10. Transubstantiation is not acknowledged, be- 
cause it may not be proved from Holy writ. 

11. Marriage is declared to be a sacred institution, 
and its sanction by the Church pronounced to be 
necessary. 

12. No other restrictions are placed upon marriages 
than those laid by the civil law. 

13. Celibacy is rejected by the Church as being 
repugnant to Scripture, contrary to reason, and. 
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invented by the Roman Pontiffs for the consolidation of 
their hierarchy. 

14. The Church renounces the supremacy of the 
Pope of Rome. 

15. Auricular confession is abolished. 

16. Divine Service shall be performed in the vulgar 
tongue. 

17. The Church rejects the adoration and inyocation 
of saints according to the Romish worship, and 
declares relics and images to be of unchristian insti- 
tution, and leading to superstition. 

18. She abolishes all prescriptions hitherto sub- 
sisting with regard to indulgences, fasts, and_pil- 
grimages, which tend only to foster the merit of works.” 


POPERY IN LAMBETH. 


(To the Editor of the British Protestant.) 


Sir,—If there be any one place in London that needs 
Christian Operative Missionaries more than another, it is 
this, for I do not know any place where superstition is 
practised more by Roman Catholics than it is here. 

To say nothing about the erroneous and superstitious 
Sermons that are preached by the Priest, which I have 
heard in company with other Protestants who were once 
nearly deluded into Romanism, but who now literally loath 
its very name. To say nothing of the idolatrous worship 
of the Virgin in the Rosary, on Sundays and Wednes- 
days ;—or the Society of the Holy Guild for paying the 
Priést for masses and prayers for the dead: —I beg to sub- 
mit to British Protestants through your valuable Journal, 
the following extracts from a book sold by Jones, Pater- 
noster Row, containing the Rules and Regulations of 
the Society for the perpetual Adoration of the Sacred 
Host, of which Society, Dr. Doyle, the Priest of this dis- 
trict, and Mr. Ernest Scott, 19, Pratt Street, Lambeth, 
are agents, and will forward the name of any person to 
be registered at the Convents of Arras or St. Omer, 
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On the first page is a picture of the pix containing 
the consecrated wafer, and two angels kneeling down 
worshipping it. 

In pages 4, 5, 6, there is a list of plenary and parti- 
cular indulgences granted by Clement X., Leo XII., and 
Gregory XVI., to be valid for ever, which may be applied 
to souls in purgatory on 17 particular days. 

Page 13. “ The religious of the blessed sacrament 
are not adorers, but they endeavour to make atonement 
for the insults, injuries, and outrages offered to the most 
holy sacrament. The Church has appointed them 
mediators between the Gtod of our altars and his guilty 
creatures, to appease the wrath of Heaven, to reconcile 
the sacrilegious sinner with the victim of his ingratitude, 
and thus to subserve the great work of redemption. 
The members of the association must have entered into 
the spirit of atonement.” 

Page 14, ‘ You will thus infallibly sanctify yourself; 
by a continual mortification you mill atone for the ill 
use both of soul and body which is committed by sacvi- 
legious sinners in the consummation of their crimes.” 

At page 65 and 66, is a Litany, in which Litany the 
following blasphemous appeals are made to the conse- 
crated pastry. 

“Wheat of the Elect, have mercy upon us! 

Clean Oblation, have mercy upon us! 

Food of Angels, have mercy upon us! 

Supersubstantial Bread, have mercy upon us! 

Sacrep Host, HAVE MERCY UPON Us! 

Chalice of Benediction, have mercy upon us! 

Atonement most holy of all Sacrifices, have mercy 
upon us! 

Atonement for the living and the dead, have mercy 
upon us ! 

Unbloody Sacrifice, have mercy upon us !” 

Thus continues this blasphemous Litany. Forty three 
ascriptions in all, of a similar character, are here ascribed 
to this Idol of the Romish Church. 


T am, dear Sir, 
Your’s truly. 
J. BALLARD. 
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THE MASSACRE OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW. 


In consequence of Sunday, the 24th of August, being 
St. Bartholomew’s day, we think a few remarks on the 
massacre nominated from that day, may prove instructive 
to our readers. It will prove not only that Romanism 
is essentially persecuting, but that there is no reason for 
believing that it has in any degree been modified in prin- 
ciple by the lapse of time. 

Mezerai, Fleuri, and Mosheim, (Soames’ edition), all 
give accounts of this dreadful massacre. 

There is one essential difference between Roman 
Catholics and Protestants, namely, that the former are 
generally better than their religion, as it is exhibited at 
Rome, its fountain head ; the Protestants, on the other 
hand, are universally worse than their religion. The 
religion of Protestants being the holy apostolic reli- 
gion, in order that Protestants should be as good as 
their religion, it would be requisite that they should be 
absolutely perfect; which even the best Christians cannot 
and will not pretend to be. The Romish religion, on 
the contrary, as it prevails at Rome, is so bad, that almost 
every Roman Catholic repudiates some dogma or prac- 
tice, which is either absurd, puerile, or revolting to 
humanity. The late Rev. Mr. Eustace for instance, a 
Roman Catholic priest, was greatly shocked at the adora- 
tion of the Pope by the Cardinals on the high altar of 
St. Peter’s at Rome. ‘‘ Why,” he justly wrote, “ should 
the altar be made his footstool? The altar, the beauty 
of holiness, the throne of the victim lamb, the mere 
seat of the temple of Christianity, why should the altar 
be converted into the footstool of a mortal?” He sub- 
sequently adds, “the practice is not edifying to any, it ; 
is offensive to most, and of consequence, as producing 
some evil and no good, it ought to be suppressed. 
(Classical Tour, Appendix.) Many respectable Roman 
Catholics lament the superstitious devotion that is paid 
by the Pope and the Romish clergy to the miraculous 
images of the Virgin Mary at Rome. Not a few Roman 
Catholics in England bush when mention is made of 
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‘the “‘miraculous medal.” When extracts from Bona- 
venture's Psalter, in which the name of the Virgin Mary 
is everywhere substituted for that of God, are displayed, 
English Roman Catholics have been known publickiy to 
avow their disapproval of that devotional work, though 
‘it has gone through ten or eleven editions at Rome, and 
has been published and circulated there with the sanc- 
tion of the Papal authorities, who superintend the press. 
But if there is any event which more than another 
awakens the general reprobation of Roman Catholics 
everywhere but at Rome, that event is the infamous mas- 
sacre of St. Bartholomew. Nevertheless, as if to brave 
the universal judgment of mankind, within the last 20 
years, the medals which were formerly coined at Rome 
to commemorate that event, have been recoined and 
circulated by the present Pope Gregory XVI. We con- 
sider therefore, that it must be admitted by every candid 
person, that we have abundantly proved our assertion, 
that in general the Roman Catholics are better than 
their religious system, as it prevails at Rome; and if 
this be true, it is equally evident that that religious 
system, unlike the apostolic faith, is calculated to make 
men worse, instead of improving them in faith and charity. 
To show how deep a malignity and how dark and vin- 
dictive a spirit has been exhibited by Papal Rome, by 
recasting the medals of the massacre of St. Bartholomew, 
we shall append to these brief remarks, the narrative of 
that murderous tragedy, as it has been preserved to the 
world, by the celebrated French Roman Catholic his- 
torian Mezarai. 

“The populace (at Paris) and the most shameless 
being excited by the smell of blood, sixty thousand men 
transported with this fury, and armed in different ways, 
ran about wherever example, vengeance, rage, and the 
desire of plunder, transported them. The air resounded 
with a horrible tempest of the hisses, blasphemies, and 
oaths of the murderers ; of the breaking open of doors 
and windows, of the firing of pistols and guns, of the 
pitiable eries of the dying, of the lamentations of the 
women, whom they dragged by the hair; of the noise of 
carts, some loaded with the booty of the houses they 
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had pillaged, others with the dead bodies, which’ they 
cast into the Seine, so that in this confusion they could 
not hear each other speak in the streets, or if they dis- 
tinguished certain words, they were these furious ex- 
pressions, ‘ kill, stab, throw them oat of the window.’ 
A dreadful and inevitable death presented itself in every 
shape; some were shot on the roofs of houses, others 
were cast out of the windows; some were east into the 
water and knocked on the head with blows of iron bars 
or clubs ; some were killed in their beds, some in the 
garrets, others in cellars ; wives in the arms of their 
husbands, husbands on the bosoms of their wives, sons 
at the feet of their fathers. They neither spared the 
aged, nor women big with child, nor even infants. It 
is related that a man was seen to stab one of them who 
played with the beard of its murderer, and that a troop 
of little boys dragged another infant in its cradle into 
the river. The streets were paved with the bodies of 
the dead or dying; the gateways were blocked up with 
them. There were heaps of them in the squares; 
the small streams were filled with blood, which flowed 
in great torrents into the river. Finally, to sum up ina 
few words what took place in these three days ; six 
hundred houses were repeatedly pillaged, and four 
thousand persons were massacred with all the disorder 
and inhumanity imaginable.” 

(Similar massacres took place throughout France, at 
Meaux, Troyes, Orleans, Nevers, La Charité, Toulouse, 
Bourdeaux, and Lyons. The following is the account of 
the barbarities committed at Lyons.) 

“They began with the prison of the Cordeliers, thence 
they ran to the Archbishop’s prison, after that to the 
royal prison, which is called Rouan, and to other places 
in which the governor had shut up from seven to eight 
hundred persons, all of whom they knocked on the head, 
cut in pieces, strangled or drowned; afterwards they 
spread through the town to despatch the rest in the 
houses, and to collect the spoil after the victory. All 
these unhappy people were dragged into the Rhone. It 
was a truly pitiable sight to behold this river entirely 
tingéd with blood, and infected with corruption, carry- 
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ing upon its waters six or seven hundred bodies, many 
of them tied together to long poles ; some with their 
heads, some with their arms and legs cut off, every- 
where gashed with deep wounds, and so disfigured as 
not to retain the human form. During two months 
this horrible and cruel tempest ran through France, in 
some places in a greater degree and in others in a less 
degree, and destroyed not less than twenty-five thousand 
persons, The holy father, (Pope Gregory XIII.) and 
all his court displayed @ very great rejoicing, and went 
in solemn procession to St. Louis to return thanks to 
God for so happy a success.” The Roman Catholic his- 
torian, Fleuri, relates that the Pope caused several 
medals to be struck in order to perpetuate the recollec- 
tion of this event, wherein he himself is represented on 
the one side, and on the other side, an angel carrying a 
cross in one hand, and asword in the other, exterminat- 
ing the heretics. 


MAYNOOTH. 


Wuence did this poor place obtain its library of 
20,000 volumes ?—and what annual subscriptions, dona- 
tions, and legacies has it received from British Ro- 
manists, or foreign sources ? 

From what authentic source does it appear that the 
English Romish Institute has been giving to Maynooth ; 
and is now about to transfer the amount of that annual 
gift from endowed Maynooth to some foreign Romish 
object ? 


THE HAPPY DEATH OF A CONVERT FROM 
ROMANISM. 


(From a Memoir of Felix Neff, Pastor of the High Alps, by W.S. 
Gilly, Prebendary of Durham.) 


In August, 1829, after Neff’s return to Switzerland 
to recruit his shattered health, he heard of the sudden 
death of Maria’s mother, who, with her sisters, had be- 
come sincere converts to the Protestant faith, The 
pastor wrote a letter of condolence to the afflicted 
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family. This letter brought an answer written by 
Maria —‘ My mother’s illness only lasted seven days, 
but it was exceedingly violent. We saw from the first 
that there was no hope, and talked to her of her ap- 
proaching end. She used to reply to us with a smile 
fullof hope and joy. ‘Have you nothing to attach you 
to earth ?’ we asked. ‘No,’ she replied, with a serene 
air; ‘all that this world contains passeth away.’ 
* And have you no fears at the thought of entering into 
a new existence, and appearing before the Judge eter- 
val?” She joined her hee together, and raised her 
eyes to heaven, and then replied, ‘ No, there is nothing 
to fear ; Jesus Christ is my atonement and intereessor. 
I rely upon his promises, and therefore I desire to de- 
part and to be with Christ!’ She often blessed God 
for having sent you to announce the glad tidings of re- 
demption through Jesus Christ, and invoked the hea- 
venly benediction upon your body and soul. When 
her strength was almost gone, she said to us, ‘I cannot 
ad aloud —pray for me, my children ;—pray that the 

rd may increase my faith.’ She pointed out this 
verse of a hymn, which she asked to have repeated to 
her :— 

Vois lame criminelle 
A tes pieds, Dieu Sauveur ; 


Daigne jeter sur elle 
Un regard de faveur. 


‘Behold the sinful soul which lies at thy feet, O God 
my Saviour! condescend to regard it with thy favour !’ 
Soon after, she exclaimed, ¢ I know in whom I have be- 
lieved. He is faithful to keep that which is committed 
unto him. Iam weak, but he is strong!’ Upon another 
oceasion, she said to us, ‘ My children, do not weep ; 
offer up your prayers to the Saviour for comfort, and 
he will not forsake you. I am happy; I shall only pre- 
cede you a little; you will rejoim me, and we shall 
meet again in the presence of God!’ At a crisis when 
her pains were very great, I said to her, ‘you are sufler- 
ing severely, my dear mother.’ She answered, * The 
sufferings of my Redeemer were much greater !’ ‘Then 
you have a firm assurance in his promises now, even in 
the valley of the shadow of death.’ * Yes, Jesus Christ 
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is my support. He has swallowed up death in victory.’ 
She then made a last effort to join her hands, and lift- 
ing up her eyes to heaven, she uttered in broken sen- 
tences: —‘ Thy cross, thy blood, thy death, Jesus, are 
my support.’ These, my beloved and respected pastor, 
were my mother’s last words. She gave me her two 
hands, and whilst I was praying aloud, her soul quitted 
its earthly tenement and mounted to heaven. 
Your devoted sister in Jesus, 
Maria.” 


The reader will perceive in this simple narrative of a 
death-bed scene, not the wild sentiments of an enthu- 
siast, but the calm piety of a Christian; and he will 
say, if such were Neff’s pupils and converts, what must 
their instructor have been ! 

But at length the (Roman Catholic) mission disturbed 
the harmony that had hitherto reigned between the 
Protestants and the Roman Catholics. Some of the 
members of the mission marshalled ostentatious pro- 
cessions, preached incendiary sermons, and pursued 
such effectual means of exciting an angry and bigotted 
feeling against the Protestants, that many of the Ro- 
manists declined holding any intercourse with them as 
heretofore; and even érossed themselves whenever they 
passed a house in which Protestants were dwelling. 
The mission is the name under which a religious move- 
ment commenced in France in 1819, and continued till 
the revolution of July, 1830, with the sanction and aid 
of the government, and under the direction of ecclesi- 
astics and others, who formed themselves into a reli- 
gious order. The persons who were employed in the 
work of reviving the spirit of the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion, were selected for their zeal and eloquence; and as 
they went from town to town, and in some parts from 
village to village, instructing and confessing the people, 
it is astonishing what effects were produced by the com- 
bined influence of example, exhortation, and authority. 
They erected enormous crosses, beautifully carved and 
gilt, on conspicuous spots; they made the circuits of 
streets and hamlets at the head of splendid processions, 
swelled by priests and other ecclesiastics gorgeously ax- 
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rayed, and bearing costly banners flaunting and glitter- 
ing in the sun, and by such of the population as caught 
the infection of their ardour; and the multitude thus 
composed, made the air resound with their penitential 
psalms, or sighs and groans of contrition. At the 
churches decorated with tapestry, at favourite shrines 
expensively ornamented, and before crucifixes of enor- 
mous magnitude, the procession would halt, and some 
gifted preacher would stand forth and address the con- 
gregated thousands, in language best calculated to pro- 
mote the interests of the Romish faith. If piety re- 
vived under the influence of these impressive solemnities, 
so unhappily did fanaticism; and as heresy was free 
quently branded by those wandering preachers as 
something worse than infidelity, the lower orders among 
the papists were excited to acts of violence against the 
Protestants, which made some of the latter tremble for 
their lives, and anticipate a recurrence of former suffer- 
ings. The peaceful hamlets which composed Neff’s 
parish were greatly disturbed by the mission; some 
few weak and wavering brothers were scared into 
abjuring the creed of their ancestors, who had died 
martyrs to their faith ; and instances were known, not 
only of Roman Catholics being compelled by their 
priests to burn their copies of the Scriptures, but of 
Protestants committing their venerable Bibles to the 
flames under the influence of terror !’ 


THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH. 


“There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye 
are called in one hope of your calling ; one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is 
above all, and through all, and in you all.” What 
sublime and wonderful words are these! The apostle 
Paul looked over the face of the earth, and what did he 
see? Nation warring against nation, faction against 
faction, school against school, man against man, strug- 
gling passions, battling interests, plots, snares, frauds, 
rapacious avarice, insatiable ambition. Even among his 
own countrymen there were endless dissensions, uncea- 
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sing feuds. And yet the Apostle, casting his glance 
over the world, seeing what was not to be seen, and 
feeling an undoubted assurance of that of which no 
token then appeared, dared to say, “there is one 
body, and one spirit.” 

For though these words were addressed primarily to 
the Christian converts at Ephesus, to certify them that 
they had been called to a participation in this one body 
and this one spirit ; it cannot be questioned that he, 
to whom, above all the apostles, was vouchsafed the 
glorious vision of the reception and indwelling of the 
nations in the body of Christ ; he whose special mission 
it was to declare that the wall of the partition had 
been taken away, and that there should no longer be 
Jew or Greek, circumcision or uncircumcision, barba- 
rian, Scythian, bond or free, male or female—that is, 
that no distinction of nationality, of customs or rites, 
of civilization, of social condition, or of sex, should in 
any way obstruct the perfect union and unity of those 
among whom these distinctions subsisted, so that not- 
withstanding these distinctions, Christ should be all 
and in all, and that through his indwelling they should 
all be one—it cannot be questioned, we say, that here 
also the apostle of the Gentiles was contemplating the 
reception of all mankind into the one holy body of 
Christ. This is the one body he speaks of ; he saw that 
Christ’s church was to be one body, because it was to 
be animated by one Spirit ; for thus alone do the ma- 
terial elements of our fleshly bodies become one, 
through the one living spirit that animates, and per- 
vades, and organizes them ; and when that living spirit 
has passed away, they moulder into dust. But Christ’s 
church was indeed to be one body, because it was to be 
animated by one spirit, even the Holy Spirit of God, 
whom the Father sent down from heaven to dwell for 
ever in the hearts of all such as believe in his only be- 
gotten Son. This, too, is the one hope of our calling, 
the sanctifying presence of the one Spirit, obtained for 
us by the merits and intercession of the Eternal Son. 
Such, the apostle saw, was to be the perfect unity of 
the church, according to the-will of God, who from the 
beginning purposed to shew forth his own unity, no 
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less than his own fullness, in the whole created universe. 
The Church was to be one body, and one spirit ; one 
body animated by the one Spirit of God, wren to 
the one blessed hope whereunto it had been called by 
Him, who became incarnate to this end, that all man- 
kind might gather around his all-atoning Cross... 
In Christ, and through Christ, the one Head, the Church 
becomes one body, and receives the one Spirit to abide 
in it. And Christians are made ieee of that unity 
by faith ; whereby they receive Christ into their hearts 
as their Saviour, their Mediator, their atonement, their 
incarnate God, through whom their human nature is 
restored to its communion with the divine, and they are 
thus enabled to approach the invisible God as a recon- 
ciled Father in Jesus Christ, and become one family, 
being the sons and daughters of the Almighty.” — The 
Unity of the Church, by J. OC. Hare, Archdeacon of 
Lewes. 


THE CHRISTIAN’S HOPE. 


“ Tre Christian has a double hope, the hope of being 
present with his Lord, when his spirit quits his body at 
death; the hope of a glorious eternity, when his spirit is re- 
united to his resurrection body. The Romanist has, also, 
this double hope; but he is told that a fearful interval will 
occur between his death and his spiritual presence with 
Jesus; during which time his spirit will have to pay in 
the torments of purgatory the penalty due to the divine 
justice for the sins committed by him against grace 
after baptism, the ecernal penalty only of such sins 
being abolished by the death and merits of our blessed 
Saviour. It is this antiscriptural and fearful doctrine 
which leads to the attempt on the part of Roman Ca- 
tholics to expiate sins by good works, penances, and 
masses, which impels them to invoke the Virgin Mary to 
appease the anger of Christ ; and it is this delusion, or 
rather wicked invention of priestcraft which robs the 
dying Romanist of peace, and fills the breast of his 
surviving relatives with the most torturing anguish. 
The Romish Purgatory was not a doctrine of the apos- 
tolic or primitive church. In the Nicene ehureh prayer 
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began to be offered for the dead; but this was done 
either as the expression of a desire for that which was 
believed to have been accomplished, or to obtain for the 
deceased a part in the first resurrection. Some writers 
who lived in the fourth century, when so many errers 
crept into the visible church, misinterpreting the pas- 
sage, ‘the fire shall try every man’s work,”’ held that 
all saints, and apostles, and martyrs, and even the 
Virgin Mary, should pass through, and be purified by 
fire, which at the last day should destroy the earth. 
This, however, is not the Romish purgatory, whichis 
said to take place immediately after death, and from 
which the Apostles and Martyrs, and the Virgin Mary 
are said to have been exempt. Purgatory could not 
have been an article of faith in the fourth century, for 
St. Augustine said that he did not think it ‘ incredible’ 
that there should be a purgatory; and he could not 
have held that langnage, if it had been a defined doe- 
trine of the Catholic Church. There is no trace of 
purgatory in apostolic christianity. The Apostle Paul 
expressly declared that it is better to be ‘absent from 
the body, and present with the Lord,’ the Apostle 
John declared that ‘ the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth 
from all sin ;’ and in the Apocalypse it is proclaimed 
—‘ Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from 
henceforth : yea, saith the Spirit, that they may resé 
from their labours, and their works do follow them.” 

When an English officer's wife some years ago was at 
the point of death; her husband stooping over her, 
expressed to her his hope that she did not suffer; her 
eyes beaming with a transporting joy, she replied, ‘I 
am in heaven ;” which was the spiritual peace and joy 
infused into the heart of this dying saint by the Holy 
Spirit, and so precious in her breast was the love of 
Jesus, that in her dying agony heaven was begun in her 
soul. But what would have been the feelings under 
similar circumstances of a Romanist? Present to her 
mind would have been the grievous pains, or if we are 
to believe the Trentine Catechism, written wader the 
sanction of the Romish Church for the use of all her 
pastors, the fire of purgatory, prepared to receive and 
torture her spirit when it left her emaciated frame. 
Horrible prospect! It is strange that Roman Catholic 
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mourners should not be absolutely phrensied by its con- 
templation! We have remarked that the Protestant has 
a double hope. The final glory of the saints is beau- 
tifully described by a Protestant divine. Speaking of the 
life in heaven, he says, ‘To God the soul will instine- 
tively turn, as the needle to the pole, under the magnetic 
influence of that love which is the bond of perfection, 
and, day and night, yield its reverential and rapturous 
homage to the author of all its mercies. The silent 
hymn of gratitude and complacency will be wafted, 
without intermission, to the throne of heaven, from a 
heart, whose intelligence and affections are here first 
wrought into a divine and perpetual harmony. In 
endless succession also will it unite all its powers in the 
social anthem of heaven—‘* Blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever;”” accom- 
panied by every harp and every voice in that delightful 
world; while at each successive pause, the four and 
twenty elders fall down and worship Him, who liveth for 
ever and ever; and the four living creatures, who are 
round about the throne, pronounce their solemn amen. 
The same divine principle, the same perfect energy of 
soul will operate, with undecaying pleasure, in an im- 
mortal course of beneficence to its companions, ‘ the 
general assembly of the first-born, and the innumerable 
company of angels.’ All these will be mutually and in- 
teusely endeared, as children of one God, servants of 
the one Redeemer, the divine workmanship of the one 
spirit of truth, inhabitants of one house, members of 
one family, engaged in the same glorious pursuits, and 
destined to the same eternal enjoyments. Among all 
these not one sinner will be found ; nota solitary cause 
of regret ; nota single source of pain, anxiety, or fear. 
The face of heaven is spotted by no stain; its sunshine 
intercepted by no cloud. Wherever the eye looks, it 
sees a child of God, adorned with his image, and in- 
formed with his excellence, beautiful and lovely in his 
sight, and delightful in its own. All the denizens of 
that world are friends ; all their intercourse is the pure 
friendship of the gospel; intense benevolence, and 
unlimited beneficence, reciprocated and enjoyed through 
ages which know no end.’ 
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To the soul thus approved, sanctified, enlightened, 
will be reunited, after the resurrection, a body raised in 
incorruption, power, and glory, and fashioned like unto 
the glorious body of Christ; spiritual in its nature, 
attributes, and endurance, and thus fitted to become 
the residence of a perfect mind, and the means of 
enlarging its knowledge, virtue, and enjoyment. To 
complete this system of good, we are taught that of its 
increase there will be no end. The individuals which 
compose it, and the whole which they compose, bright, 
good, and glorious, and happy at first, will be brighter 
and better, more glorious and more happy, throughout 
eternity.” —Sermons of I’, Dwight, DD. 


OPERATIVE AUXILIARIES OF THE REFOR- 
MATION SOCIETY. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR. 8—. 
Westminster Operative Auwiliary. 

Mr. W. says that in distributing his tracts he looked 
in to Mr. M.’s and found him reading the Doway 
Bible. Mr. W. said he was well employed. He an- 
swered, ‘* Yes, he was reading the Bible, which was the 
best book.” Mr. W. answered, ‘ That it was, and if 
we walked by it, and it alone, we should be safe and 
happy.” 

In the afternoon Mr. W. accompanied Miss P. to 
Mr. @.’s, and found Mrs. C. and another Roman Ca- 
tholic within. Mr. W. began a conversation, in the 
course of which Mrs. C. said, that if they were wrong, 
it was their priests who led them astray, and that they 
would have to answer for it. Mr. W. replied that each 
one must answer for his own sins, and though their 
blood would be upon their priests’ heads, yet they 
themselves would perish if they did not seek for and 
embrace the truth. Two other Roman Catholics came 
in during this time, and listened, but afterwards went 
away. Mr. W. then introduced the doctrine of Purga- 
tory, shewing how the Church of Rome had erred from 
the truth on that point; and while speaking on this 
subject, Mr. C. and Mr, I. came in, Mr. W. recapitula- 
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ted what he had said, and Mr. I., assisted by Mr. C., 
entered the lists with Mr. W. Mr. I. denied that his 
church held that Purgatory was a place of fiery trial, 
it was merely, he stated, a third place, but of the nature 
of its punishments his church knew and taught nothing. 
Mr. W. disproved this, quoting the words of the cate- 
chism of the Council of Trent, in which it is stated 
that ‘‘there is a purgatorial fire ;” “and why,” said 
Mr. W., “if there is no fire do you quote Ist Cor. 3rd 
chap. 15th v., in which fire is mentioned?” Mr. W. 
then shewed how completely opposite to the Gospel 
plan was this doctrine, and how it nullified the offering 
of the blood of Christ, which we are told “ cleanseth 
from all sin.”’ Mr. I. then turned to the Rule of Faith, 
and after bringing forward some of the usual objections, 
which Mr. W. answered, Mr. I. took shelter behind the 
infallibility of the Church, and denied the capability of 
private judgment to arrive at a knowledge of the truth. 
Mr. W. shewed in return, that the belief in the doc- 
trine of the Church of Rome herself, necessarily de- 
pended on the exercise of private judgment. Mr. W. 
asked him when he could hear the voice of his church ; 
he answered, “in the decrees of general councils.” Mr. 
W. in reply, brought forward general councils oppos- 
ing each other, such as that of Ariminum denying the 
divinity of Christ, and the 1st Council of Nice asserting 
it, &e. &c. Mr. W. then proceeded to prove that Mr. 
I.’s church had never given to her people an infallibly 
correct edition (this he readily admitted) of the Latin 
Vulgate, (the Romish Bible), an infallibly correct trans- 
lation, or an infallible Commentary, (the notes to the 
Doway Bible having been declared by Dr Doyle, a 
Rontish bishop, on oath, before a Parliamentary Com- 
mittee, to be of no authority in the Church of Rome). 
She had left her votaries without any infallible guide 
whatever, so that their only guide was the words of 
their priest. Mr. I. attacked the Protestant version, 
which Mr. W. defended, and Mr. I then stated that 
we had lost some of the books of the Word of God, 
referring to 2nd Samuel, ch. 1, 18th v. (where the 
book of Jasher is mentioned) and other places. Mr. W. 
challenged him to prove the inspiration of these books, 
which he attempted, but utterly failed. Mr. W. the 
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stated that a work being quoted in the Word of God 
was no proof that it was inspired, for in the New Testa- 
ment we have quotations from the works of heathen 
authors. Mr. I. then defied Mr. W. to prove the 
truth of Scripture without the Church. Mr, Ww. 
replied, that was easily done, when we remember the 
holiness of its doctrines, their perfect applicability to 
men in every situation of life ; their invariable tendency 
to promote the glory of God, and the best interests of 
man; the miracles by which they are attested; the 
prophecies which they contain, (fulfilled, as they have 
been, to the very letter,) &c. &., we cannot resist the 
conviction that the Bible is indeed the Word of God ; 
but in consequence of your proving the Scriptures by 
the Church, and the Church from the Scriptures, you 
continue to reason in a circle, and are incapable of 
proving either your Church or your Bible. Mr. I. 
answered that all reasoning in a circle was not false, for 
Christ testified of John, and John bore witness to 
Christ. Mr. W. replied, ‘‘ True, but if we had not had 
other proofs of their divine mission than their simple 
testimony to each other, we should have set them down 
as a pair of impostors who had agreed to forward each 
other’s pretensions. But,” said Mr. W., “the pro- 
phecies of the Old Testament proved John to be the 
harbinger of Christ, his testimony to the Saviour was, 
therefore, valid, while the miracles of Christ proved him 
to wield a divine power, and his witness, therefore, to 
John was valid also,” thus proving that we believed on 
the divinity of Christ, and the divine commission of 
John, on grounds perfectly independent of their simple 
testimony to each ‘other. Mr. I. then said, that when 
he saw such an immense multitude of Roman Catholics 
throughout the world, all holding the same doctrine, he 
could not but believe that their faith must be true. 
Mr. W. said, that a great many persons holding any 
opinion was no proof of it being true. “ Mahometan- 
ism is the faith (said Mr. W.) of a large portion of the 
human race, and wherever we found Mahometans, their 
creed is one and the same, (‘‘ There is but one God, and 
Mohamet is his prophet;”) and therefore, according 
to your reasoning, Mahometanism is truth, and yet you 
acknowledge, as well as I do, that Mahomet was an 
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impostor. And again, Wesleyan Methodists are a very 
numerous body, and wherever they are found they be- 
lieve the same doctrine, yet you will not believe the 
Protestant faith, as held by the Wesleyans, to be agree- 
able to the Word of God. Therefore if all Romanists 
at any time held the same doctrines, it would not prove 
those doctrines to be true, they might be all 
together.’ Beaten on this point, Mr. I. said, that 
wickedness had increased of late years in exact propor- 
tion to the increased distribution of the Bible. Mr. W. 
denied this, and shewed that sin is not the effect of 
studying the Word of God, but the want of it. Silenced 
again, Mr. 1. said, he had got such a bad memory, he 
was not fit for a controversialist, and that he would pre- 
fer lending Mr. W. works defending his faith, and that 
he would read any books that might be lent him giving 
the protestant view of the question. Mr. W. spoke of 
the duty of searching for the truth ourselves in a spirit 
of sincere and candid inquiry, praying for the grace of 
God’s Holy Spirit to enlighten our minds, and sanctify 
our hearts, and lead us to see and embrace the truth as 
it is in Jesus, 


BRITISH REFORMATION SOCIETY MEETINGS. 


A Meeting of the friends and supporters of the Re- 
formation Society was held on Tuesday evening, the 
17th inst., at the Music Saloon, Wakefield. The Rey. 
J. Cumming attended as a deputation. The chair was 
taken at seven o’clock by W. H, Dikes, sq. The Rev. 
Thos. Kilby, incumbent of St. John’s, the Rey. W. 
Tait, incumbent of Holy Trinity Church, the Rey. H. 
Dawson, &e. &c. were present at the meeting. After 
the proceedings had been commenced by prayer, the 
Chairman briefly stated the importance of the object for 
which they were then assembled, and called upon the 
Rev. J. Cumming to address the Meeting; who in a 
speech remarkable fur its Christian charity, stated, in 
the first place, the signs of the decrease of Romanism 
on the continent; and then alluded to the signs of its 
inerease in England. It is impossible to do justice to 
the Rey. Gentleman’s remarks, in a short sketch like the 
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present. He was listened to throughout with the 
deepest interest ; while, for proof of his statements, he 
drew the attention of his hearers to the law and the 
testimony—even that Word, of which God has said, 
‘6it shall not return unto me void, but shall accom- 
plish that which I please, and prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it.” The Roman Catholics present, with, 
one or two exceptions, conducted themselves with de- 
corum. In conclusion, he very strongly urged the 
formation of Operative Associations, such as those 
already formed in London; and the dissemination of 
tracts. He was followed by the Rev. W. Tait, who said 
that many persons objected to meetings of this kind, 
on the ground that they were inconsistent with charity, 
and that if men were sincere in the belief which they 
held, they would all be saved at last. He would only 
say in reply (and he was sure that in this sentiment, at 
least, his Roman Catholic fellow-citizens would agree 
with him) that such an objection was essential infidelity, 
for there was no salvation out of the true faith. It 
became, therefore, a question of infinite importance, 
what the true faith was ; and provided that such meet- 
ings were conducted in a spirit of kindness and mutual 
courtesy, he could conceive nothing more calculated to 
promote the interests of truth. He would only add one 
word more. Some Roman Catholic present might have 
wished to speak a word for his church, and might com- 
plain that an opportunity had not been afforded. But 
such an opportunity might be easily procured. He re- 
quested the members of the Roman Catholic communion 
present to carry his compliments to their priest, and to 
say, that if he would call a meeting in any public room 
in Wakefield, where the tenets of his church should be 
authoritatively expounded and defended, he (Mr. T.) 
would not only attend himself, but invite all his con- 
gregation to attend with him. The Roman Catholics 
of Wakefield (Mr. T. concluded) have heard our ver- 
sion of the matter: if we do not hear them, the fault 
does not lie with us. 

A highly interesting and important meeting has also 
been held at Nottingham ; a ‘brief sketch of the pro+ 
ceedings will appear in our next number, 
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ILL. TRANSUBSTANTIATION, Host- 
Worship, Mass-Sacrifice, and 
Half-Communion, 

IV. Are Roman Carnocics forbid- 
den to read the Houy Scrir- 
TURES? 
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CATHOLICS, in behalf of the Re- 
formed Catholic Church. 
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